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Facts about Lebanon

• Surface area: 10,452 square kilometers/ 4,036 square miles
• 1,600 hectares of vineyards dedicated to the production of 
wine
• Annual harvest: 7,000 tons
• Average yield: 5 tons/ha
• Produced per year: 9 million bottles
• Around 80% of production in the Bekaa Valley
• Exports: 30% (approximately)
• Annual local consumption: 5 million liters (including 4 million 
liters of Lebanese wines)
• Over 60 producers (only 4 in 1991)
• Color (not 100% accurate): 60% red wine, 22% White and 
18% Rosé



Geography

• Coastal areas
• Lebanon mountain range
• Bekaa Valley
• Anti-Lebanon Mountains
• 16 rivers

Climate

• Moderate Mediterranean (hot, dry summer / mild, 
humid winter)
• Long summer days
• Over 300 days of sunshine per year
• Coast is hot, windy and humid
• Mountains are freezing with heavy snow
• Rainfall: 32 inches per year in winter (average)



Grape growing

70% on wires
30% trays (on goblets)



Red White
• Cabernet Sauvignon • Obaideh

• Syrah • Merwah

• Cinsault • Chardonnay

• Merlot • Sauvignon blanc

• Carignan • Viognier

• Grenache • Muscat

• Mourvedre • Sémilion

• Tempranillo • Clairette

Indigenous Grapes
• Obaideh
• Merwah



Obaideh

• Obaideh is a reliable and very resistant 
white wine grape, considered to be the 
backbone of the Bekaa Valley's vines 
throughout its winemaking history.
• It is high in sugar and low in acidity.
• The variety responds well to oak aging 
and, when vinified with care, is capable of 
aging for many years.

Merwah

• Merwah vineyards are spread over the mountains of 
Bsharreh to the west of the Bekaa Valley at an altitude 
of 1,400 meters.
• Merwah is a resistant variety, which has adapted very 
well to the Mediterranean mountain climate and 
ecosystem.
• It is a light-skinned grape variety.
• It is a key part of a recent renaissance of white wine 
production from indigenous varieties in the country.
• Previously Merwah was used exclusively as a 
component in the production of blended white wines.
• Merwah typically produces rich wines with light citrus 
and nut flavors.



History

• Vinicultural traditions date as far back as 7000 
BC.
• Phoenicians are said to be the world’s first 
wine merchants.
• Phoenicians bottled and shipped wine as early 
as 3000 BC.
• Lebanon’s wine industry entered a new era in 
1990, following the end of the Lebanese civil 
war. L’Union Vinicole du Liban (UVL) was 
created.



Lebanon’s official wine regions
The official wine regions of Lebanon are the Bekaa Valley, Mount Lebanon, North and South Lebanon.

Bekaa Valley

• Located in the heart of the country, the Bekaa is a fertile plateau irrigated by the Litani River.
• It is the largest agricultural area in Lebanon, where 80% of Lebanon’s wine production takes place.
• At 3,000 feet above sea level, the high altitude plain has a dry, continental climate, with a strong 
thermal contrast between hot summers and cold winters (snow is common).
• Spring and summer are typified by warm days and cool nights, and the vine adapts to the low vigor, 
stony and/or steep terrain, delivering wines with intensity and complexity.



The North

• Small hills and eroded limestone ridges 
characterize the Batroun region, which is 
located in North Lebanon.
• There, vineyards extend between 
1,000 and 3,300 feet above sea level and 
enjoy a more Mediterranean climate, 
where summers are hot (sometimes 
humid) and winters are mild.
• Vineyards are fed by gentle sea 
breezes that pass through the interior 
valleys, bringing freshness both to the 
summer nights and the wines of the 
region.



Central and southern regions – Mount Lebanon & Jezzine
Central - Mount Lebanon

• The massif of the central region, known commonly as Mount Lebanon, gradually tilts south, 
rising to just under 10,200 feet.
• The climate is Mediterranean, but the altitude (3,000 feet on average, up to nearly 6,000) 
plays a major role, resulting in milder summers and wet winters.
• Snow appears quickly, from 4,000 feet above sea level, often persisting on the highest peaks 
of the region.
• This semi-permanent snow cover and the karstic retention make this mountain a huge water 
reservoir.



South – Jezzine

• With an average altitude of 2,600 to 
3,300 feet, southern Lebanon has a 
temperate climate.
• This area is irrigated by a multitude of 
streams and groundwater sources, 
including the soil, which is at times 
sandy and at others chalky clay.
• There is a relatively strong presence of 
limestone.
• The microclimate is characterized by 
considerable rainfall, average humidity 
and frequent windy spells.
• Wines from these regions tend to be 
gentle and rounded, with greater 
mineral freshness.



Key trends in modern Lebanese 
winemaking

• Going back to the indigenous 
grapes variety (Obaideh and 
Merwah)
• Going back to the traditional 
grapes varieties (Grenache, 
Carignan, Cinsault)



Map of the workshop wineries



Grape Variety: 100% Pinot Noir
Alcohol: 13.5%
Retail price: 29.99 USD
Representative: Joe Assaad Touma I Owner & Winemaker

Pinot Noir St Thomas 2015 
by Château St. Thomas



Grape Variety: 100% Cinsault
Alcohol: 13.5%
Retail price: 18 USD
Representative: Faouzi Issa, Managing I Director, Winemaker & 
Agricultural Engineer

Vieilles Vignes 2018 
by Domaine des Tourelles



Grape Variety: 30% Grenache
30% Syrah
20% Mourvèdre
20% Cabernet Sauvignon

Alcohol: 13.9%
Retail price: 20 USD
Representative: Rita Khoury I Executive Director

Expression Monastique 2014
by Adyar



Grape Variety: 40% Syrah
30% Cabernet Franc
30% Cabernet Sauvignon

Alcohol: 13.5%
Retail price: 10 USD
Representative: Elie Maamari I Œnologist & Export Manager

Reserve du Couvent 2018
by Château Ksara



Grape Variety: 60% Cabernet Sauvignon
40% Cinsault

Alcohol: 14%
Retail price: 19.99 USD
Representative: Dr. Wissam Touma I Co-Owner & Export Manager

St Elie 2015 
by Château Heritage



Grape Variety: 55% Cabernet Sauvignon
33% Syrah
12% Merlot

Alcohol: 14.5%
Retail price: 37.34 USD
Representative: Diana Salame Khalil I Winemaker

Château les Cèdres 2014 
by Domaine Wardy



Grape Variety: 42% Merlot 
25% Cabernet Sauvignon
23% Syrah
10% Cabernet Franc

Alcohol: 12.4%
Retail price: 24 USD
Representative: Captain Habib Karam I Owner and Winemaker

Saint John 2012
by Karam Wines



Grape Variety: 60% Syrah
30% Merlot
10% Cabernet Sauvignon

Alcohol: 15%
Retail price: 35 USD
Representative: Eddy Naim I Winemaker & Partner

Château Qanafar 2014 
by Château Qanafar



Questions?
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